


clunes booktown FestivalWelcome         
to

Welcome to Clunes Booktown 
2018.  Booktown turns the 
township of Clunes into an 
arts and culture hub with 
an abundance of books, 
workshops, talks and food.  
 
The event attracts thousands 
to the unique and picturesque 
Clunes.  It is an event that 
has gained an international 
reputation and one that turns 
the village of Clunes into an 
artistic hub.  The festival is not 
only a celebration of books, 
but of community and ideas.  
 
Council has been a proud 
supporter of the event for 
many years and appreciates 
what the festival brings to the 
Shire.  This year’s Booktown 
will be hosting the 11th 
Biannual Conference of the 
International Organisation 
of Booktowns, a collective 
of small community based 
Booktowns from around the 
world. This year, Council has 
also assisted with funding 
for a Regional Creative 
Symposium.  
 
I hope you enjoy the festival 
and the charming village of 
Clunes. 

John Cottrell
Mayor

On behalf of the Victorian 
Government, I am pleased 
to welcome you to the 2018 
Clunes Booktown Festival. 
This festival has grown from 
humble beginnings into an 
event that draws thousands of 
literature lovers from around 
the world.

Today, Creative Clunes and the 
Booktown Festival are great 
examples of what our regional 
communities can accomplish 
with hard work, dedication, 
and the love of books.

Along with author talks and 
panel discussions, visitors 
to this year’s Festival can 
discover the largest collection 
of rare and collectable books 
in Australia, listen to live 
music, and sample local food 
and wine.

I’d like to thank everyone who 
brings this Festival to life every 
year, and I wish all visitors an 
enjoyable time.

The Hon Daniel Andrews MP
Premier

The Hon Daniel 
Andrews MP

Premier

John Cottrell, Mayor, 
Hepburn Shire 

Whether you write or sell books 
or are just an avid reader, there 
is a place for you at Clunes 
Booktown Festival.
 
The story of this festival is a 
triumphant one – an audacious 
premise, a magnificent 
setting, and a passionate and 
determined cast of characters. 
 
Over the last 12 years, Clunes 
Booktown has well and truly 
established itself as an annual 
pilgrimage for bibliophiles of 
all ages. It’s an event where 
you can bury your head in 
Australia’s largest collection of 
rare, out-of-print and collectable 
books; discover something new; 
be inspired by leading thinkers 
and literary luminaries, or enjoy 
family-friendly activities.
 
The Andrews Labor Government 
is proud to support Clunes 
Booktown, which – in an exciting 
plot twist – is also one of the 
highlights of our 2018 Regional 
Centre for Culture year being 
celebrated across central 
Victoria. 
 
I hope you enjoy this latest 
exciting chapter. It’s stories 
like this that make Victoria the 
creative state.

The Hon Martin Foley, MP 
Minister for Creative Industries
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The Hon Martin Foley, MP
Minister for

Creative Industries



clunes booktown Festival from the chair

CONTENTS
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
OF COUNTRY
We acknowledge that we
are on traditional lands 
of the Dja Dja Wurrung.
We offer our respect 
to the Elders of these 
traditional lands, and 
through them to all
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peo-
ples past, present and 
emerging.

Welcome.
I want you to take a moment to think about the best meal 
you’ve ever had. Not just the best food, the best meal.
Many people assume the recipe for the Clunes Booktown Festival 
must look something like this:
1. Use a small rural town as a mixing bowl (Clunes is the local 

choice, but others exist around the world)
2. Add a splash of books (be very generous; include booksellers, authors and artists)
3. Work the mixture for hundreds of hours each year
4. Add bunting. (Everyone loves bunting.)
5. Enjoy

While this is basically true, I’m 
calling BS (Big Simplification). 
Great meals are about much 
more than just eating the food 
(and hanging bunting).
I want to acknowledge, thank 
and celebrate all the people 
in Clunes who work so hard 
to make this town a hub 
for community, creativity, 
collaboration and connection 
and to make it a warm and 
welcoming place to be different. 
It’s these qualities that help 
turn a great line-up into an 
extraordinary festival.
In this year’s festival, we invite 
you to join some extraordinary 
conversations about refugee 
experiences, queer narratives, 
indigenous history, climate 

change, remembering, 
forgetting, dying, being young, 
being old, social media, bullying, 
war, peace, crime, kids, creating, 
writing, reading, buying, 
reading, stories, books, towns, 
Booktowns!
As the host of this year’s feast 
I’d like to welcome you, thank 
you for coming and invite you 
to respect, celebrate, include 
and enjoy everything on offer in 
Clunes and the surrounding area 
this weekend, and throughout 
2018.

Thanks.
I do need to express my sincere 
thanks to all our volunteers, and 
to our sponsors, those people 
who champion and support 

us all year round: Readings 
Bookstores, Creative Victoria, 
Hepburn Shire, Federation 
University, McPherson’s Printing 
Group, Creswick District and 
Community Bank.
I’d also like to extend a special 
welcome to our guests from 
around the world from the other 
International Organisation of 
Booktowns member towns who 
have joined us this year.
Finally, on behalf of the Creative 
Clunes Board of Management 
I would like to recognise and 
applaud the work of the CCI 
team: Richard Mackay-Scollay 
and Lily Mason.

TIm Nolan
Chair - Creative Clunes
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the bluestone BLUESTONE
ACTIVITIES

GNOSIS BOOKS 
Large variety of rare books, 
first editions, quality literature, 
beautiful bindings, Australiana, 
art, Aboriginal and local 
histories, and a good range of 
science fiction.   

George Polykandrites 
0423 768 839 
gnosisbooks@hotmail.com 

TELLURIAN RESEARCH PRESS 
Our stock includes monographs 
published by independent 
Melbourne press, Tellurian 
Research Press (specialising 
in Outsider and visionary art), 
STOARC titles (Outsider art, 
photography books including 
Roger Ballen), art, craft, and 
photography books, rare and out 
of print art books. We also have 
Australian and international 
print and magazine ephemera. 

Sylvia Convey 
0431 589 526 
tellurianresearchpress@gmail.
com 

 
PRAHRAN MECHANICS 
INSTITUTE 
An excellent collection of new 
and second-hand books on 
Victorian and Australian 
local history. 

Steven Haby 
0432 012 118 
steven@pmi.net.au 

 
THE VICTORIAN
BOOKBINDERS’ GUILD 
Formed by a group of professional 
and amateur bookbinders to 
maintain and foster the art, craft 
and practice of bookbinding, both 
contemporary and historical, so 
that the traditional techniques 
will be preserved. At Clunes, the 
guild will be displaying a range 
of historical and contemporary 
binding styles and holding 
demonstrations of section sewing 
and end banding – come along 
and have a go! If you have a book 
that needs repairing, why not 
bring it along for an assessment? 

Robert Ford and Jim Finger 
0419 524 320 
Robert.Ford@vu.edu.au 
www.vbg.net.au 

STATE LIBRARY VICTORIA 
WWI Collection Treasures from 
State Library Victoria
From the poignant memorial 
scrapbooks of a father mourning 
a son killed in France, to rare 
war and conscription ephemera, 
State Library Victoria presents 
manuscript and 
printed collections 
that document and 
commemorate the 
later years of WWI. 

STATE LIBRARY
VICTORIA

The home/front: leaving 
and returning 
Embarking into the 
unknown, soldiers 
in WWI filled out an 
attestation paper when 
enlisting for service. 
Leaving home and 
heading to the front, 
sadly some of these 
people never returned. 
For those who did come 
back, a warm welcome 
awaited with flag bearers 
lining the streets. Come 
and see some treasures 
from the State Library’s 
collection to learn the 
stories of Victorians in 
WWI, and make your own 
ANZAC flag or attestation 
paper to take home. 
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Clunes Book-
town is a dog and 
smoke-free event.

Thank you for your 
understanding.



the warehouse Clunes

CLUNES
BUSINESSES
AAG PROPERTY CON-
SULTANTS
45 Fraser Street
Real Estate Agency

Angela Flowers and 
Jo Millar 
Monday to Friday 9am 
to 5pm  Saturday 
9am to 12noon or by 
appointment.

5345 3533 
ange@aagproperty.com.au
www.aagpc.com.au
   ..................................

THE BOOK
FOSSICKER
55 Fraser Street Second-
hand books Some quality 
fiction, mainly non-fiction 
in most categories.

Joan Rogers
Thursday to Sunday 
10am to 5pm

5345 3300 
joanmrogers@bigpond.com
www.thebookfossicker.
com.au
   ....................................

THE BANK
Homewares and gifts 
and roses
28 Fraser Street
0490 404 247
   ....................................

ESMOND GALLERY 

CAROL KITE 
Carol is a Visual Artist based 
on the Bellarine Peninsula. Her 
preferred material is paper, for its 
flexibility. It can be bent, folded 
or cut to shape. Carol’s work also 
includes printing, collage, drawing 
and using found or discarded 
objects. Abandonment and the 
environment are themes that 
are interwoven into her artwork. 
Creating Unique State artist 
books is a playful and intimate 
way for audiences to interact 
with the artwork. It is also a more 
personal tactile experience. Carol 
enjoys the ritual of unpacking and 
packing up an artist book and 
the unexpectedness of what one 
will find. 

ULUMBARRA ROOM 

INGRAMSPARK 
IngramSpark is a print-on-demand 
and distribution company that 
allows independent authors 
to create high quality books 
without the time and expense of 
traditional printing. 

Emma Hall  
0413 857 189 
emma.hall@ingramcontent.com 

SKOMLIN – HOUSE OF MEMORY 
We recover the forgotten past, 
publishing the 
lesser known 
works of 
great writers 
and the 
great works 
of forgotten 
ones. 

Steven Wlazly 
0418 381 521 
stevenwlazly@
gmail.com 

CLUNES ART GROUP – ZINE 
PROJECT 
Zine’s, short for (fanzines) are 
small magazines. Zine making 
became popular in the 1960s.  
It was a quick and inexpensive 
method of publishing.  With the 
introduction of the Xerox machine 
in 1959, these little magazines 
could be made and circulated in 
no time using the Xerox machine.  
Originals were created and a 
small number of copies were 
photocopied for distribution.  

 You are invited to sit and peruse 
our 8 page zines,  Copies will be 
available for sale, $5 each. 

NICHOLAS JONES BOOK 
SCULPTURE 
Obsolete text books, tattered pulp 
fictions and disused dictionaries 
are a source of creative 
inspiration for sculptor Nicholas 
Jones. In most cultures, books are 
revered as repositories of stories, 
factual information and images. 
Jones’ use of books as the basis 
of his art shifts our ‘reading’ 
of these familiar objects to a 
sculptural idiom appreciated for 
its physical shape and allusion.  
www.bibliopath.org
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Nicholas Jones Book Art

THE CLUNES 
GREENGROCER
46 Fraser Street
5345 3112



TRADERS OF BOOKS CLUNES
BUSINESSES

FRASER STREET
MARQUEES

NEW BOOKS

READINGS
Readings is an independent
retailer of books, music and film with 
seven shops located across Carlton, 
Doncaster, Hawthorn, Malvern, St 
Kilda and the State Library Victoria. 
Visit the Readings Marquee to buy 
books by the main
speakers on the program. Author 
signings for most speakers will occur 
there after each session.

THE BOOK GROCER
The Book Grocer is a family-owned 
business which prides itself on 
selecting a wonderful range of books 
in all
categories.  All books are $10 or less, 
or 6 books for $50.

Karl and Jen Slotte
0412 001 315
jen@bookgrocer.com

SECONDHAND BOOK BAZAAR

PANDORA’S BOX
Large variety of books... children’s, 
cook books, history, novels, comics, 
music…

Carol McGowan & 
Alison Berton
0447 776 875
carol_mcgowan1@hotmail.com

Aussteptoe
Bookmarks The Spot
Books For All
The Book Seat
Dog Eared Corners
Eucalyptian
J&E BFF Book Folding Art
Make-A-Wish Foundation
Red Dog Books
Wild Trout Downunder
Willo Press

SMALL PRESS AND
SELF-PUBLISHED
AUTHORS

All Mine Stories
C.E. Sundstrom
Life Directions By Design
Mr Bees Manuka
Odyssey Books
R.l. Andrew
Sandra Broman
Sue Parritt
Tamar Valley Writers Festival
The Mathematics Book 
TPI Victoria Inc
Tracy M Joyce

CHILDREN’S AREA

Condotta Press
Naughty Stories For
   Good Boys And Girls
Rohsaan McInnes
Stephanie Faulkner
The Sunshine
Collective
Wonderland Books
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CLUNES CARAVAN PARK
17 Purcell St

Dee and Matt Russell
5345 3278
www.clunescaravanpark.
com.au
   .................................

CLUNES EMPORIUM &
GALLERY FIVE
5 Service Steet
Clothes, homewares, 
books and gallery space.
Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons.
0439 998 789
   .................................

THE CLUNES 
NEWSAGENCY
49 Fraser Street
Newsagency lines, 
Bendigo Bank
Agency & ATM. Tattersalls.

Craig and Cythnia Drewer
Monday to Friday 7am to 
5.30pm Saturday 7am to 
12.30pm
5345 3223
clunesnews@westnet.
com.au
   .................................

INDEX ON LITERATURE
OLD POST OFFICE
Cnr Bailey & Service 
Streets. A gold mine with 
a difference! The best in 
creative writing over all 
cultures. Emphasis is
on presenting our books in 
top condition.

David and Margaret 
Bornstein
Open Sundays from noon, 
Easter, Christmas, public 
holidays.
03 5345 3705 
0408 325 560
daahound@bigpond.com



TRADERS OF BOOKS

CLUNES
BUSINESSES 

WESLEY
WEAVERY
IAN & JEAN HINKS
Wide range of collectible books, 
including children's, aviation, 
motor vehicles, outback history 
and stories, garden history, and 
ephemera.

Ian & Jean Hinks
hinksi@iinet.net.au

THE OLD NEWSPAPER MAN
Old newspapers.  

Ray Nichols
0417 125 446
ravishing_raynichols@hotmail.com

PAGE AFTER PAGE
Military, local history, postcards, 
ephemera, quirky, and the usual 
assortment of special $2-5 books.

Geoff Simmons
0413 952 475
geoff@pageafterpage.com.au

NEWSTEAD SHORT
STORY TATTOO

Quality literature, culture, art, 
history and some small press 
and self-published surprises. 
Free guitar soundtrack whilst 
you browse the stall. NSST is a 
cultural and storytelling event 
that happens every two years in 
Newstead.

Neil Boyack
neil.boyack@cafs.org.au
www.newsteadtattoo.org

OLD BUTTER 
FACTORY

SAMANTHA DOBINSON
A wide selection of second hand 
books.

CLUNES RAILWAY 
STATION

BOOKS AT THE STATION
Wide variety of novels, 
Australiana, children’s, gardening, 
cooking, lifestyle. Fundraising 
for the August Words in Winter 
Festival. 

RSL

COTTAGE ON FRASER
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ALL NATIONS LODGE
LEN VINCENT PUBLICATIONS
Wide variety of novels, 
Australiana, children's, militaria, 
gardening, cooking, lifestyle, older 
editions. Generally, no more than 
$20.00 per item.

Len and Jan Vincent
0408 536 958
speedy@vic.chariot.net.au
users.netconnect.com.au/-speedy

BUNDUKI BOOKS
Militaria, shooting 
and firearm 
reference books 
and some 
general topics

Roger C 
Mowbray
0418 589 139
austoil@mcmedia.
com.au

CLASSICS AND MORE
Penguin classics, history, 
philosophy, cooking & 
gardening.
Clare Keating

clarekeating@
effectivechange.com.au

FULL PARALLEL 
PRODUCTIONS
66 Service Street
Small publisher of 
railway and tramway 
books. Publisher of
a quarterly Aussie pub/
hotel magazine.

Richard Gilbert
0418 535 29
5345 3781
acre@alphalink.com.au
   .................................

HUC & GABET:
BOOKS OF INTEREST
60 Fraser Street
Open by appointment
Open all weekend of the 
Festival
0437 444 212
hucandgabet@gmail.com
   .................................

IGA SUPERMARKET 
CLUNES
1 Service Street
Your independently 
owned local 
supermarket.

Open Monday – Friday
7:30am to 7pm;
Saturday 8am to 6pm;
Sunday 9am to 6pm
5345 3110
   .................................

NATIONAL HOTEL
35 Fraser Street
Serving meals on both 
days from
11am to 9pm
5345 3005



TRADERS OF BOOKS

CLUNES
BUSINESSES

BOOKWORM INK
We have the largest range of 
Enid Blyton books available at 
Booktown. Also Biggles, Arthur 
Ransome, Rupert Bear, Mary 
Plain Bear, Ameliaranne, Elsie 
J Oxenham, Elinor Brent-Dyer, 
William, Heidi, Lorna Wells’ 
Ballet series, Noel Streatfield, 
Mary Grant Bruce, Ethel 
Turner, horsey books.  Books 
include adult, Australian, crime, 
biography, general-interest 
fiction.

Jillian Braithwaite
0435 025 018
jillybookworm7@hotmail.com

RAINY DAY BOOKS
General range, under $50.

Meryll Williams
rainyday@bigpond.net.au

CORNUCOPIA
First editions, adult and 
children’s out of print books, 
rare, ephemera, postcards.

Maureen and Alan Gill
0417 564 801
moalan1944@gmail.com

EUGENE SCHLOSSER
Escape from the Sun draws 
on archival material and  
memories to re-create the 
precarious path Eugene’s 
parents had to tread to keep 
themselves and their family 
alive. 

SENIOR CITIZENS
CENTRE

HUNT FOR BOOKS
A large selection of Australiana, military 
history, children’s books, local history, 
art, cooking and plenty of quality 
paperback fiction.

Peter Hunt
0488 458 504
huntforbooks@gmail.com

TWO DOG BOOKS AND VIBEX BOOKS
Vintage Books. Local histories, 
children’s, dog breeds, transport, 
military,  sport, cookery and garden, 
etc.

Greg Wane
gregwane@aanet.com.au

PRUE’S BOOKS
Interesting range of good books, fiction 
and literature, non-fiction, vintage 
and collectable. Australian local 
histories, art, biographies, photography, 
children’s.

Prue Hearn
pruehearn@ozemail.com.au

WENDOUREE BOOKS
Quality general stock on a range of 
topics. Includes aviation, cars and 
railways. Plus a good range of scarce 
postcards.

Ian Mason
0407 348 706
a.mason1@bigpond.com

BYGONE BOOKS
Vintage, collectible, out of print, first 
editions on all topics.

Jayne Wilson
jayne@bygonebooks.com.au

UNION BANK
ARTS CENTRE
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ROSEMARY HOLMES Adaptation, was launched by the then Hon.Senator Michael Ronaldson in 2017. 
Its background includes three generations survive drought, fickle weather and very low wool prices.

MOUNT BECKWORTH 
WINES
46 Fraser Street
Wine tastings and sales of 
estate grown fruit. Cellar 
door in main street of 
historic Clunes. Light
snacks and coffee available.

Paul and Jane Lesock
Open Fridays, weekends and
Public Holidays
11am to 5pm
Other times by appointment
5343 4207
lesock@giant.net.au
www.mountbeckworthwines.
com.au
   .....................................

NEIL NEWITT 
PHOTOGRAPHY
- NOW OFFERING DRINKS 
AT THE GALLERY
54 Fraser Street
Framed limited edition 
original prints, books, 
postcards, CDs and more. 
Enjoy Drinks at the Gallery 
from 3pm till late throughout 
the Festival, with a selection 
of wines, beers, pizza and 
pasta. The most welcoming
wine bar in central Victoria.

0447 915 576
newitt@ozemail.com.au
Or find us on Facebook



CLUNES
BUSINESSES
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O’HARA’S BAKERY
26 Fraser Street
Café Bakery with great 
coffee, cold drinks, hot pies 
and plenty of lovely cakes 
and slices.

Matt and Wendy O’Kelly
Open Wednesday to Monday
7 am to 5pm
5345 3700
   .....................................

QUIGLEY AND CLARKE
52 Fraser Street
A relaxed café restaurant 
with a sense of occasion. 
Rustic and elegant food with 
a focus on vegetarian, vegan 
and gluten free. Locally 
sourced ingredients
keeping it fresh, real and 
seasonal.

Donall Quigley and Jane
Clarke.
5345 3939 | 0408 101 316
   .....................................

TIMELESS HARMONY
65 Fraser Street
Gift Store. Home & garden
wares, books, jewellery, 
scarves, bags, hats, 
umbrellas, bears.
Free gift wrapping.

Maria Culvenor
Open Thursday to Sunday
10am to 5pm
5345 3480 
0448 196 032
timelessharmony@bigpond.com

THE UNION BANK
ARTS CENTRE
20 Fraser Street
Accommodation, gallery and
workshop spaces available in
historic building.

Erected in 1865 as a branch
of the Union Bank of Australia,
it was possibly designed by
Leonard Terry. In 1869 the
dwelling was added. The
building is substantially intact
and with its modern extension
has been converted for use
as an art studio facility and
accommodation.

WIDOW TWANKEY’S
48-50 Fraser Street
Cafe, Lolly Shop and
Ice Cream Parlour

Open 7 days
Tim Hayes and Michael Waugh
5345 3426
www.widowtwankeys.com.au

Photography Chris Hopkins



8.00am Gates Open

9.00am Festival Opening - Welcome to Dja Dja Wurrung Country

TOWN HALL FREE LENDING LIBRARY PETANQUE 
STAGE

FEDERATION UNIVERSITY MARQUEE

10.00am 10.00 – 11.00 PANEL
Exploring the Teen Reading Culture: Jaclyn 
Moriarty, Ellie Marney,
Zana Fraillon
presented by VATE

10.00 – 11.00
Ross McMullin: Pompey Elliot At War: In 
His Own Words

9.30 – 10.45
Daylesford 
Brass Band

           

           STAY IN TOUCH WITH
           WHAT’S HAPPENING

         #BTF18

10.30am

11.00am 11.00 – 
12.15
Creswick 
Brass Band

NATIONAL HOTEL
11.00 – 12.00
Authors in Conversation:
Emma Viskic And Fire Came 
Down and Mark Brandi 
Wimmera  Auslan Interpreted

11.30am 11.30 – 12.30
Abdi Aden: Shining: The Story of a Lucky 
Man

11.30 – 12.30
Glenda Guest: A Week in the Life of 
Cassandra Aberline

12noon 12.00 – 1.00
Fighting for Peace: Anzac Revisited Dr Carolyn 
Holbrook, Michael Taffe, Ross McMullin, Dr Richard 
Trembath and Professor Keir Reeves12.30pm 12.30 – 1.15

Paul 
Wookey and 
Philomena 
Carroll

THE WESLEY BLUESTONE

1,00 – 2.00
Fighting for Peace: Postcards 
project with Craig Dent1.00pm 1.00 – 2.00 PANEL

Biography, Memoir and Queer Experiences: 
Nevo Zisin, Maria Katsonis. Chair: Quinn 
Eades
presented by the Wheeler Centre

1.00 – 2.00
Zana Fraillon The Ones That Disappeared

1.00 – 2.00
Bain Attwood The Good Country: The Djadja Wurrung, 
The Settlers and the Protectors

1.30pm 1.30 – 2.15
Band of 
the Royal 
Australian 
Navy2.00pm 2.00 - 3.00

Performance by Federation University Arts Academy.

2.30pm 2.30 – 3.30
Richard Flanagan First Person 

2.30 – 3.30 PANEL
Crime in the Country
Anna Snoekstra, Ellie Marney, Emma 
Viskic, Mark Brandi
Presented by the Ballarat Courier

2.30 – 3.30
International 
Booktown 
Presentations3.00pm 3.00 – 4.00

Goldfields Legacies: Diaspora, Diversity and 
Difference with Yvonne Horsfield, A/Professor Fred 
Cahir, Clare Gervasoni, Barry Gilson, Professor Erik 
Eklund.3.30pm

TICKETS FROM 
www.trybooking.com

       

4.00pm 4.00 – 5.00
Eddie Ayres Danger Music

4.00 - 4.30
Indigenous performance by Barry Gilson

4.30pm 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Performance by Rick Chew & the Federation 
Univeristy Arts Academy
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saturday schedule 5th may
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Eddie Ayres Danger Music

4.00 - 4.30
Indigenous performance by Barry Gilson

4.30pm 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Performance by Rick Chew & the Federation 
Univeristy Arts Academy
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saturday schedule 5th may
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sunday schedule 6th may

CLUNES BOOKTOWN GHOST AND HISTORICAL TOURS
WHAT WHEN TIME COST DESCRIPTION

GHOST TOUR FRIDAY MAY 4
SATURDAY 
MAY 5

7.15PM UNTIL 
LATE

$30 ADULT
$20 CHILD

Meeting at Collins place at 7.15 sharp, we will visit approximately 5 local haunted sites delving into 
the history of the building and hearing about the many strange encounters by our long term locals and 
guests, followed by a delicious supper and beverage at one of our local restaurants.

HISTORICAL 
WALKING TOUR

SATURDAY 
MAY 5
SUNDAY 
MAY 6

Saturday 
0930 - 1030
1030 - 1130
1330 - 1430
1430 - 1530

Sunday 
0930 - 1030
1030 - 1130

$10 ADULT
$5 CHILD 
UNDER 12

Meeting at the grand Town Hall, your guide will take you on a journey back to when Clunes was at its 
peak, a bustling gold town with a hive of activity. Visit 5 historical sites and learn about the history of 
each building, its inhabitants and purposes.

9.00am Gates Open Gates Open

TOWN HALL FREE LENDING LIBRARY PETANQUE STAGE FEDERATION UNIVERSITY MARQUEE

10.00am 10.00 – 11.00 PANEL
Why I care about nature 
David Ritter & Richard Flanagan

10.00 – 11.00 PANEL
Using Creative Writing to Fight Youth 
Depression, Bullying and Suicide with Craig 
Dent, Nicolla Christie 
and Nevo Zisin 
Presented by VATE

10.00 – 11.00
Ross McMullin 
Pompey Elliott 
at Villers-
Bretonneux

           

10.30am

11.00am 11.00 – 12.00
Ellie Marney 
White Night

NATIONAL HOTEL

11.00 – 12.00 
Michael Rubbo Travels with 
my Art 

11.00 - 12.30
Rare and beautiful books: A beginner’s guide to 
the dark art of book loving.
Emeritus Professor John Arnold, Roger Clark and 
Julian Potter.11.30am 11.30 – 12.30 PANEL

Navigating memory
Glenda Guest, Josephine Wilson & Rose 
Michael

11.30 - 12.30
Anna Snoekstra Little Secrets

12noon 12.00 – 12.30
Wesley College 
Student Band

        
         STAY IN TOUCH                                                                                             
w       WITH WHAT’S
         HAPPENING

           #BTF18

12.30pm 12.30 – 1.30
Maria Katsonis 
The Good Greek 
Girl 

1.00pm 1.00 – 2.00 PANEL
Living, writing and changing 
the refugee experience 
Alison Corke, Para Paheer & Abdi Aden 

1.00 – 2.00
Jaclyn Moriarty The Extremely Inconvenient 
Adventures of Bronte Mettlestone

1.00 – 2.00
Rose Michael The Art of Navigation and creative 
writing in an academic context.

1.30pm 1.30 – 2.30
Wesley College 
Student Band

THE WESLEY BLUESTONE

1.30 - Fighting for Peace: 
Postcards Project with Craig 
Dent

2.00pm 2.00 – 3.00
Women of the Goldfields
Katrina Dernelly, Joan Hunt, Snjez Cosic, and Erin 
Santamaria2.30pm 2.30 – 3.30

David Ritter The Coal Truth
Presented by Greenpeace and UWAP

2.30 – 3.30
Josephine Wilson Extinctions

3.00pm

TICKETS FROM 
www.trybooking.com
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sunday schedule 6th may

CLUNES BOOKTOWN GHOST AND HISTORICAL TOURS
WHAT WHEN TIME COST DESCRIPTION
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MAY 5

7.15PM UNTIL 
LATE

$30 ADULT
$20 CHILD

Meeting at Collins place at 7.15 sharp, we will visit approximately 5 local haunted sites delving into 
the history of the building and hearing about the many strange encounters by our long term locals and 
guests, followed by a delicious supper and beverage at one of our local restaurants.

HISTORICAL 
WALKING TOUR
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MAY 5
SUNDAY 
MAY 6

Saturday 
0930 - 1030
1030 - 1130
1330 - 1430
1430 - 1530

Sunday 
0930 - 1030
1030 - 1130

$10 ADULT
$5 CHILD 
UNDER 12

Meeting at the grand Town Hall, your guide will take you on a journey back to when Clunes was at its 
peak, a bustling gold town with a hive of activity. Visit 5 historical sites and learn about the history of 
each building, its inhabitants and purposes.

9.00am Gates Open Gates Open

TOWN HALL FREE LENDING LIBRARY PETANQUE STAGE FEDERATION UNIVERSITY MARQUEE

10.00am 10.00 – 11.00 PANEL
Why I care about nature 
David Ritter & Richard Flanagan

10.00 – 11.00 PANEL
Using Creative Writing to Fight Youth 
Depression, Bullying and Suicide with Craig 
Dent, Nicolla Christie 
and Nevo Zisin 
Presented by VATE

10.00 – 11.00
Ross McMullin 
Pompey Elliott 
at Villers-
Bretonneux

           

10.30am

11.00am 11.00 – 12.00
Ellie Marney 
White Night

NATIONAL HOTEL

11.00 – 12.00 
Michael Rubbo Travels with 
my Art 

11.00 - 12.30
Rare and beautiful books: A beginner’s guide to 
the dark art of book loving.
Emeritus Professor John Arnold, Roger Clark and 
Julian Potter.11.30am 11.30 – 12.30 PANEL

Navigating memory
Glenda Guest, Josephine Wilson & Rose 
Michael

11.30 - 12.30
Anna Snoekstra Little Secrets

12noon 12.00 – 12.30
Wesley College 
Student Band

        
         STAY IN TOUCH                                                                                             
w       WITH WHAT’S
         HAPPENING

           #BTF18

12.30pm 12.30 – 1.30
Maria Katsonis 
The Good Greek 
Girl 

1.00pm 1.00 – 2.00 PANEL
Living, writing and changing 
the refugee experience 
Alison Corke, Para Paheer & Abdi Aden 

1.00 – 2.00
Jaclyn Moriarty The Extremely Inconvenient 
Adventures of Bronte Mettlestone

1.00 – 2.00
Rose Michael The Art of Navigation and creative 
writing in an academic context.

1.30pm 1.30 – 2.30
Wesley College 
Student Band

THE WESLEY BLUESTONE

1.30 - Fighting for Peace: 
Postcards Project with Craig 
Dent

2.00pm 2.00 – 3.00
Women of the Goldfields
Katrina Dernelly, Joan Hunt, Snjez Cosic, and Erin 
Santamaria2.30pm 2.30 – 3.30

David Ritter The Coal Truth
Presented by Greenpeace and UWAP

2.30 – 3.30
Josephine Wilson Extinctions

3.00pm



ENTERTAINMENT - CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
SATURDAY SCHEDULE

11.00 - 3.00
Creative Write-It!
Drop-in Writing Studio for 
kids with Creative Write-It!
(all ages)

11.00 – 12.00 
Author and illustrator reading 
and author talk with Davina 
Bell and Allison Colpoys  
Under the Love Umbrella 
(age 3 - 7)

12.00 – 12.30
Stopwatch Magician Aiden 
McHarg
(all ages)

12.30 - 1.30
Turning Fact into Fiction with 
Dee White 
(children aged 10+)

1.30 – 2.30 
Drop-in Circus: Performance 
and play with Asking for 
Trouble and the Clunes Youth 
Group Ensemble
(all ages)

2.30 – 3.30 
Kids book trivia
(all ages)

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

11.00 - 3.00
Creative Write-It!
Drop-in Writing Studio for 
kids with Creative Write-It!
(all ages)

11.00 – 12.00 
Author and illustrator reading 
and author talk with Davina 
Bell and Allison Colpoys  
Under the Love Umbrella 
(age 3 - 7)

12.00 – 12.30
Stopwatch Magician Aiden 
McHarg
(all ages)

12.30 - 1.30
Your pet could star in your 
story with Dee White
(children aged 7 to 9)

1.30 – 2.30 
Drop-in Circus: Performance 
and play with Asking for 
Trouble and the Clunes Youth 
Group Ensemble
(all ages)

2.30 – 3.30 
Making gold rush toys 
with Time Turners’ Jane 
Thompson
(all ages)

• 

MAD HATTER AND MAD HATTY
The Mad Hatter and Mad Hatty invite you into their playful Won-
derland of spontaneous interactive Fun and Zany antics. 

BOOK-NOOK CHILL OUT 
ZONE
Thanks to Hepburn Shire 
Libraries, kids can cosy up 
with a great book in our 
Festival chill out zone.

KIDS’ BOOK TRIVIA
Do you know what Harry 
and Beatrix have in 
common? What about 
the difference between 
Spiker and Sponge? What 
are the favourite foods of 
Paddington and Pooh? If 
you’ve got the answers, roll 
up to the kids’ book trivia 
quiz. There’ll be prizes!
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DRESS UP
Come along dressed as your favorite character from a book. 
There will be spot prizes handed out by our roving judges. All 
ages welcome to participate!

CARTOON PORTRAITS
Sit for a magical cartoon portrait
with Irene as she draws you into a wizard, a fairy, 
a dragon-tamer or some other fairy-tale being. 



ENTERTAINMENT - CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
CREATIVE WRITE-IT: MAKE 
YOUR OWN MINI-BOOK!
Are you a young author in the 
making? Visit the travelling 
Creative Write-it studio and 
follow the prompts to write and 
publish your very own mini-
book to take home and keep.

Creative Write-it is a studio 
for young writers, based in 
Melbourne, VIC. Programs 
include Creative Writing Clubs, 
Private Mentorships, Online 
Mentorships, School Holiday 
Programs, and School Visits. 

Find out more: 
www.creativewriteit.com.au / 
hello@creativewriteit.com.au

DEE WHITE
TURNING FACT INTO FICTION 
- CHILDREN AGED 10+
Often our writing is based 
on events that have actually 
happened. But how do we 
write about them without 
losing friends or upsetting 
people we know? In this 
workshop, Dee will use her 
book K9 Heroes, about dogs 
who have saved people's lives, 
and her forthcoming novel  
Beyond Belief, to show you 
how to turn fact into fiction. 

YOUR PET COULD STAR IN 
YOUR STORY - CHILDREN 
AGED 7 TO 9
Reena’s Rainbow is the story 
of a deaf girl and a homeless 
dog, and the character of 
Dog was inspired by Dee’s 
pooch, Puff. Animals often 
feature in her books, and in 
this workshop, Dee will share 
her tips on how you can use 
your pet or favourite animal as 
inspiration for your stories.

http://www.deescribe.com.au/

STOPWATCH MAGICIAN
Local Clunes magician Aiden 
has been performing miming 
and magic tricks for about 
6 years. Come and see as 
he entertains, amazes and 
brightens people’s days with 
his mysterious illusions and 
trickery

DAVINA BELL AND ALLISON 
COLPOYS
Under the Love Umbrella
Whatever you fear, come close 
my dear
You’re tucked in safe for 
always here
And I will never not be near
Because of our love umbrella
From this award-winning 
creative duo comes a stunning 
celebration of the joy and 
comfort that love can bring – 
wherever we roam in the big, 
wild world.

ASKING FOR TROUBLE
Award winning Clunes based
physical theatre company 
Asking for Trouble presents 
a short excerpt of their new 
show for families. 

STRAW BALE MAZE
The Straw Bale Maze uses 
300 bales and is constructed 
over three hours with the help 
of students from Wesley along 
with other locals. Clunes artist, 
Marion Anderson creates a 
different design for the maze 
each year

PALOMA THE ROVING POET 
An eccentric bohemian 
poetess who wanders 
through the crowd creating 
personalised poems for 
people on the spot lovers 
poems, name poems, poems 
about people’s favourite 
things…and so much more!  
Paloma reaches deep into 
people’s hearts and minds 
and weaves her wordsmithery 
with humour and love, putting 
a smile on the faces of adults 
and children alike. Being a 
professional spoken word 
artist and comic improviser,  
Amy Bodossian has years 
of experience in wordplay, 
making each exchange a 
uniquely intimate, rich and 
rewarding one.

INTERACTIVE WORLD MAP
Test your geographic 
knowledge by placing the 
iconic pieces in the correct 
continent and country.

STATE LIBRARY - BLUESTONE
Learn about treasures in the 
State Library and create your 
own flag or asttestation paper. 

TIME TURNERS
Experience fun and games 
from the gold rush era. Make a 
traditional toy to take home!
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ENTERTAINMENT
WORD OF MOUTH 
Word of Mouth is a vocal 
ensemble consisting of 
students from the Arts 
Academy's renowned music 
theatre program. They perform 
a wide repertoire of music, 
including arrangements and 
new works written specifically 
for them by composer and 
musical director, Dr Rick Chew. 
Word of Mouth is like a big 
band of voices, freewheeling 
between contemporary 
classical, jazz, music theatre 
and choral theatre.

CRESWICK BRASS BAND
Creswick Brass Band is a 
community band made up of 
local residents. Known as “The 
Happy Band of the Central 
Highlands” they love to perform 
at local events, including 
Booktown!

DAYLESFORD COMMUNITY 
BRASS BAND
The Daylesford Community 
Brass Band provides musical 
entertainment and eduction at 
a wide variety of events accross 
the Hepburn Shire.
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WORD OF MOUTH 
Photograph - James McKinnon



ENTERTAINMENT

WORD OF MOUTH 
Photograph - James McKinnon

JACQUES, THE 
FRENCH WAITER
Serving up a 
delicious blend 
of comedy and 
circus, Jacques 
The French Waiter 
is at your service. 
He performs 
delightful high 
skills that you 
would expect 
from the 
French. Juggling 
manipulation of 
everyday objects 
such as bottles, 
trays, cups and 
saucers that will 
impress.

WESLEY 
SCHOOL BAND
Students from Wesley 
College’s Elsternwick campus 
have provided a feast of 
musical delights at the Clunes 
Booktown Festival for several 

years 
now. This year, Elsternwick’s 
Concert Band, String 
Orchestra, Suzuki Violins and 
Big Band will entertain in 
Collins Place, with a range of 

musical 
favourites 
ranging from 
traditional 
melodies, to 
toe-tapping jazz.

JACQUES, THE 
FRENCH WAITER
photography by 
Aldona Kmiec 



ENTERTAINMENT
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THE ROYAL 
AUSTRALIAN NAVY 
BAND MELBOURNE
Royal Australian Navy 

Band Melbourne is based at 
HMAS Cerberus, Westernport, 
Victoria. The Band consists 
of 36 full-time members 
under the musical direction of 
Lieutenant Andrew Stokes, and 
is complemented by a number 
of Naval Reserve Musicians as 
required.

RAN Band Melbourne provides 
musical support for Navy 
ceremonies, events and 
deployments. It is a professional 
public relations asset to the 
Royal Australian Navy.

All members of the Band 
perform in the Parade Band and 
Concert Band with the majority 
also performing in a variety of 
smaller ensembles including Big 
Band, Jazz Group, Rock Band 
and Brass or Wind Quintets.

In addition to supporting 
ceremonial occasions, RAN Band 
Melbourne also performs at 
many public events throughout 
Melbourne and Victoria, 
including school concerts, 
community music festivals, local 
commemorative services and 
large sporting events.

In short, RAN Band Melbourne 
is an extremely versatile group 
of talented musicians who are 
proud to serve the nation in the 
finest traditions of the Royal 
Australian Navy Band.

THEMBI SODDELL
SOUND INSTALLATION
HELD DOWN, EXPANDING is 
a text and sound installation 
by Clunes-based sound artist 
Thembi Soddell. Audience 

members will be individually 
guided through a unique 
and intimate encounter with 
reading, listening and written 
reflection that considers the way 
we construct stories from our 
experiences. Through this work, 
multiple voices external to the 
self are internalised, synthesised 
and reconfigured into subjective 
experience. But who is the 
subject and what is the object? 
And who, or what, is in control? 
This work extends from the 
artist’s meditations on lived 
experiences of trauma, mental 
illness and emotional abuse 
and its impact on perception.
Presented in partnership with 
Liquid Architecture. Held Down, 
Expanding is supported by the 
Victorian Government through 
Creative Victoria.Installation 
open during Festival hours at 
69 Fraser St, cnr Fraser and 
Service St.



anzac BOOk exhibition book and postcards project
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In the era of social media, 
email, Facetime and 24hr news, 
it’s hard to imagine the break 
in communication that was 
caused by travelling to the other 
side of the world 100 years ago. 
By 1918, a big portion of that 
generation of Australians were 
taking part in the war, stationed 
in Europe, Africa, Asia and the 
Pacific. The rest of the country 
were at home. Everyone, at 
home or at war, spent time 
waiting for news. They listened 
to the wireless, read the paper 
and spoke to neighbours. And 
waited for letters, telegrams 
and postcards. Of these, the 
postcard was the most popular 
and the least likely to bring bad 
news. With a bright image, small 
space for writing and capacity 
to survive stuck on the fridge, 
the postcard was the status 
update of choice for most of the 
20thcentury. 

Creative Clunes are working 
with a grant from The Anzac 
Centenary Fund to create an 
exhibition and book looking at 
the history of humour, mateship, 
spirit and sacrifice that has 
defined the ANZAC legacy over 
the past 100 years. We want 
you to be a part of it. 

The postcards on display here 
are based on the ones used 
100 years ago to connect 
people from small country 
towns like Clunes to their 
relatives and friends on the 
other side of the world. We 
want you to experience that 
connection across time and 
space. 

Imagine yourself in a trench 
in France, Belgium, Turkey, 
Burma... or at home on the 
farm or in the knitting mill or 
munitions factory. You want 
to send a status update to 
someone you love. You want to 
give them enough news that 

they know what’s happening, 
but not so much that they worry. 
You want to connect with them 
across time and space. 

We are inviting everyone to send 
a postcard across 100 years 
of time and space. We’re 
inviting you 
to connect 
with, 
understand 
and 
celebrate 
the people 
who fought 
for peace, 
both at 
home and 
on the battle 
field. We’re 
running two 
workshops 
to help 
guide people 
through the process during the 
weekend, but feel 
free to drop in at 
any time to craft 
your message, 
discuss the 
project and share 
your stories. If 
you have a family 
connection, story 
or artefact to 
share with us, 
we’d love to hear 
from you. 

We’re keen for 
people of all 
ages, cultures, 
genders and 
abilities to 
contribute to 
the Postcard 
Wall. If you have 
any difficulties 
or need extra 
support please 
don’t hesitate 
to ask. This 
project will be 
running across 
the festival and 

then be located at the Clunes 
Train Station and Clunes 
Neighbourhood House from 
now until November 2018. 

WORKSHOP: Saturday and 
Sunday
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saturday PANEL DISCUSSIONS
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Exploring the teen 
reading culture 
TOWN HALL
Saturday 5th May
10.00 - 11.00

SPEAKERS
Jaclyn Moriarty, Ellie Marney, 
Zana Fraillon

CHAIR
Ernest Price

A little while ago a stunning 
statistic flew around the 
internet: 33% of American 
high school graduates never 
read another book in their 
lives. Without going into a 
debate about statistics, it 
highlights just how important 
reading at school is and how 
vital teenage writers (and 
teachers, and librarians) are. 
The books kids read while 
at school might be the last 
books they ever read. Join 
three exceptional writers for 
teen readers as they discuss 
in- and out-of-school reading 
cultures, reading for pleasure, 
the importance of creating 
an appetite for books that 
might last a lifetime and the 
pressure to not be the last 
book ever.

PANEL: Presented by VATE

Biography, Memoir and 
Queer Experiences:
TOWN HALL
Saturday 5th May
1.00 - 2.00

SPEAKERS
Nevo Zisin, Maria Katsonis, 

CHAIR
Quinn Eades

What does it mean, and what 
does it cost, to write about 
your own sexual or gender 
identity? How much do you 
keep to yourself? How do you 
broach taboos? What are 
the rules when it comes to 
telling your story – especially 
when it entwines with the 
stories of other people? All 
three of our panellists have 
written memoir and all three 
have explored questions 
of gender and sexuality in 
their writing: from coming 
out to transitioning to queer 
romance to battling prejudice.

PANEL: 
Presented by The Wheeler 
Centre

Crime in the Country
FREE LENDING LIBRARY
Saturday 5th May
2.30 - 3.30

SPEAKERS
Anna Snoekstra, Ellie Marney 
Emma Viskic, Mark Brandi

CHAIR
The Courier

“Once a jolly swagman 
camped by a billabong”
then stole a sheep and then 
committed suicide in order to 
escape arrest. The pastoral 
ideal of cohesive country 
towns full of community-
minded volunteers, matched 
with the idea of the city as 
both more interesting and 
more dangerous, has had 
an impact on crime writing 
everywhere. But a crop of 
young Australian writers have 
been setting their stories in 
the country, getting readers 
to feel the pressures of 
small towns, tough choices, 
long days, hot weather and 
everyone knowing everyone 
else’s business. We ask some 
of the best –why?

PANEL: 
Presented by The Courier

PEN MELBOURNE
Founded in 1921 to promote literature and freedom of expression, this global 
community of writers now spans more than 100 countries and campaigns on 
behalf of persecuted and silenced writers. As an affiliate of PEN International, 
PEN Melbourne brings writers together from across cultures to explore ideas and 
conduct public conversations about how literature influences and fosters cross-
cultural exchange, with a specific focus on women writers, Indigenous Australian 
writers, writers in prison and the Asia and Pacific region. Since the 1980s PEN 
has used the Empty Chair at events to symbolise a writer who could not be 
present because they were imprisoned, detained, disappeared, threatened or 
killed because they have dared to speak their minds. 
More information is available at PEN website: www.penmelbourne.org



sunday PANEL DISCUSSIONS
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Using creative writing to 
Fight Youth Depression, 
Bullying and Suicide
FREE LENDING LIBRARY
Sunday 6th May
10.00 - 11.00

SPEAKERS
Craig Dent, Nicolla Christie 
and Nevo Zisin

CHAIR
Marjan Mossammaparast

Being at school can be tough. 
If the pressure to establish 

your values, career path, 
social group, sexual identity, 
relationship partner, where 
you’ll live and how you’ll pay 
for it wasn’t enough, it’s all 
done while being timetabled, 
tested and evaluated 
alongside a cohort who just 
happen to be the same age 
and from the same place. 
Bullying, depression and 
suicide are too often the 

outcome. Join this panel as 
they unpack how writing, and 
connecting with teachers who 

care, helped address these 
issues for them.

PANEL: 
Presented by 
VATE

Why I care about nature 
TOWN HALL
Sunday 6th May
10.00- 11.00

SPEAKERS
David Ritter, Richard Flanagan

In a world where the climate, 
water, plants, animals, air and 
our very experiences of nature 
or its absence are becoming 
more and more political and 
commercial, Creative Clunes 
invites you to a fireside chat 
that brings the conversation 
back to its roots. David Ritter 
and Richard Flanagan’s 
connections to nature have 
shaped them, their careers 
and their writing, so it 
seems fitting to anchor the 
conversation in the basics of 
what’s really important, and 
ask them to tell the stories 
that explain how they came to 
care so deeply about nature.

PANEL: Presented by 
Greenpeace

Navigating Memory
TOWN HALL
Sunday 6th May
11.30 - 12.30

SPEAKERS
Glenda Guest, Rose Michael, 
Josephine Wilson

Memory is not fixed. New 
perspectives alter the way we 
remember past events. We 
are perpetually travelling back 
and forth in time, tinkering 
with the detail, to help them 
fit our current ways of being 
in the world. So what is 
reliable? Perhaps our way of 
remembering our memories 
tells us more about who we 
are now than about what 
actually happened. When you 
get to a point in your life when 
you look back, how much are 
you just making it up? Join 
three extraordinary writers 
who’ve tackled this question 
of navigating memory and 
forgetting.

Living, writing and 
changing the refugee 
experience
TOWN HALL
Sunday 6th May
1.00 - 2.00

SPEAKERS
Abdi Aden, Para Paheer, Ali 
Corke

“The refugee experience” 
is a narrative, a story that 
has been shaped, reshaped 
and contested. “They”, 
“us”, “detention”, “boats”, 
“protection”. “borders”… 
these words have become 
loaded and confused. Behind 
these narratives are people 
who have lived, written 
about and worked to change 
themselves and the lives of 
others. Come and hear their 
stories, why they felt the need 
to tell them, how that has 
shaped the conversations 
they’ve had since and how 
they’d like the national 
conversation to change to 
reflect their lived experiences.
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TRAINS

FOUR SEASONS FINE MUSIC FESTIVAL

HISTORIC
BUILDINGS
TOWN HALL 
Designed by the architect Percy 
Oakden, the building was opened 
in 1873 by the Governor Sir George 
Bowen. Later in the 1870s, the 
Supper Room, previously known 
as the Bible Christian Church, was 
relocated from Fraser Street. This 
building is one of the most significant 
town halls in Victoria, and is used 
extensively by the Clunes community. 

RSL
The ES&A Bank is an excellent 
surviving colonial bank designed by 
Melbourne architect, Leonard Terry 
(1825-1884). Completed in 1871, 
the building is typical of Terry’s 
conservative Renaissance Revival 
style. The ES&A Bank is one of three 
banks in Fraser Street, together, 
they form a landmark precinct, built 
at the peak of Clunes prosperity. 
The property was used as a private 
residence at the closure of the bank 
in the 1930s and purchased in 1954 
by the Clunes sub-branch of the
Returned & Services League.

AAG REAL ESTATE OFFICE
Built in 1870 by Thomas Jones, the 
building has seen many tenants since 
Joseph Oldham ran a hairdressing 
salon.

The Clunes Booktown Festival would like to thank 
V/Line for their support in running additional train 
services during the Festival weekend.
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CREATIVE SYMPOSIUM

FOUR SEASONS FINE MUSIC FESTIVAL
AUTUMN I

Stabat Mater performed by
The Australian Chamber Choir

Saturday, May 5 @5pm
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Clunes

AUTUMN II
Chamber Brass Concert

with Kavanagh Brass
Sunday, May 6 @2pm

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Clunes

THURSDAY 3RD MAY 
2018

Session 1
9.00am - 10.00am

Welcome - Introduction - 
Sharing - Dreaming

OUTCOME: Recognition by all 
of key histories and hopes, 
and of the aims and scope of 
the day
 
Session 2
10.15am - 11.15am

The future of books

OUTCOME: a no-responsibility-
no-commitment list of 
potential opportunities (with 
threats/blocks identified 
but parked) and actions 
(with collaborative partners 
identified)
 

Session 3
11.45am - 12.45pm
 
The future of creative and 
cultural tourism.

OUTCOME: draft 2 of the list 
of possible opportunities, 
actions and partners
 

Session 4
1.45pm - 3.00pm
 
Community development and 
volunteerism

OUTCOME: clarity about 
the process of creation and 
some sense of the next steps 
for each idea that people 
might want to put forward as 
desirable, viable and feasible
 

Session 5
3.15pm - 4.30pm
 
Wrap up and pitch

OUTCOME: Thanks. Dates.
 
Sessions will be facilitated 
by White Light Education’s 
Christian Duell.
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ALLISON COLPOYS is an award-
winning book designer and 
illustrator, and a lover of pattern 
and typography. A previous 
Senior Designer at Penguin 
Books Australia, she now works 
in-house at Scribe Publications, 
and freelances through the 
Jacky Winter group. Allison’s 
first illustrated picture book, 

The Underwater 
Fancy-dress 
Parade, won two 
Australian Book 
Design Awards, 
an Australian 
Book Industry 
Award, and the 
CBCA’s Crichton 
Award for the 
Best New Talent.

DAVINA BELL is a writer from 
Western Australia. She is the 
author of the award-winning 
picture book The Underwater 
Fancy-Dress Parade (illustrated 
by Allison Colpoys), which 
won the 2016 Australian 
Book Industry Award for Best 
Children’s Book from a Small 
Publisher, as well as the Alice 
books in the best-
selling Our Australian 
Girl series. Davina 
lives and works in 
Melbourne, where 
she still dreams 
about the Western 
Australian beaches 
while drinking a lot of 
very good Melbourne 
coffee.
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ABDI ADEN: Abdi was forced 
to flee his home in Mogadishu 
due to Somalia’s shattering 
civil war. At just 16 years 
old and separated from his 
family, he arrived in Melbourne 
alone. With a determination 
to be involved and give back 
to the community that has 
supported him, Abdi studied 
community development and 
has been a youth worker for 
the last 14 years. Abdi recently 
participated in the award 
winning documentary Go Back 
to Where You Came
From and Insight on SBS 
and has appeared in many 
newspaper articles. Abdi’s work 
has been acknowledged with 
the 2007 Victorian Refugee 
Recognition Award, and this 
year as the Refugee Council 
and Red Cross Ambassador. 
He shares his experiences and 
story as a motivational speaker 
in schools and youth groups, 
workplaces and organisations. 
His memoir, Shining; The Story 
of a Lucky Man was released in 
May 2015.

.

JOHN ARNOLD has been 
associated with the National 
Centre for Australian Studies 
since its foundation in 1989. 
A former Director of NCAS, he 
was also Head of the School of 
Political and Social Inquiry from 
September 2001 to February 
2004.
John has taught in the both 
the Graduate Publishing and 
the Graduate Communications 
Programs offered by NCAS. 
In his teaching John tries 
to engage and enthuse 
students in their chosen 
subjects, making them think 
independently and outside the 
square rather than just follow a 
rigid reading list or unit outline.

ROGER CLARK is the Collection 
Management Librarian at 
Federation University Australia. 
Previously he has worked at 
Victoria, Swinburne and Monash 
Universities, and at the State 
Library of Victoria, usually in 
roles to do with purchasing and 
collection management. One 
of a family of bibliophiles, he 
has a large personal collection 
of books, concentrating on 
Australian poetry, military history 
and exploration. He also plays 
every year at Booktown with 
the Creswick Brass Band. He 
lives in Ballarat with his wife, 
children, trumpets, motorcycles 
and books.
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PROFESSOR BAIN ATTWOOD 
is a Professor of History at 
Monash University. He is 
the author of several books, 
including The Making of the 
Aborigines (1989), Rights for 
Aborigines (2003), Telling the 
Truth about Aboriginal History 
(2005), and Possession: 
Batman's Treaty and the Matter 
of History (2009). He is also 
the co-author of The 1967 
Referendum: Race, Power and 
the Australian Constitution 
(2007), and co-editor of 
Frontier Conflict: The Australian 
Experience (2003), Frontier, 
Race, Nation: Henry Reynolds 
and Australian History (2009), 
and Protection and Empire: A 
Global History (2017).
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EDDIE AYRES learnt the 
viola as a child in England, 
studying in Berlin and 
London before playing the 
viola for eight years with the 
Hong Kong Philharmonic. 
As Emma Ayres, she moved 
from Hong Kong to Australia 
to present a long-running 
and extremely popular radio 
program on ABC Classic FM, 
while teaching music privately 
and professionally.  In 2016, 
Emma accepted a position 
teaching cello, viola and 
double bass to Afghanistan's 
children at the world-renowned 
Afghanistan National Institute 
of Music. Amid the chaos and 
unpredictability of life in war-
savaged Kabul, Emma realised 
she had to accept her future 
and returned to Australia to 
begin transitioning from 
female to male. In 2016, 
Emma became Eddie. 
Danger Music,Eddie's 
second book was 
published in September 

2017.

NICOLLA CHRISTIE is a 
young and upcoming author 
from the rural community of 
Pleasant Hills in Southern 
Riverina, NSW. In 2016, 
Nicolla produced her first book 
of poetry, Confessions of A 
Melancholic, created through 
the Dreamfields Creative Youth 
Program and illustrated by 
young artist, Bethany Linquist. 
The book is a powerful journey 
through depression and a 
rewarding experience for those 
who venture through the entire 
suite of poems. In her quest 
to help other youth in their 
travels through life, Nicolla 
is studying Psychology at La 
Trobe University. She is also 
working on a second collection 
of poetry.

DR DAVID ‘FRED’ CAHIR is 
an Associate Professor in 
Aboriginal Studies. His Masters 
and PhD focused on local 
Victorian Aboriginal history. 
His PhD 'Black Gold: the role 
of Aboriginal people on the 

Gold Fields of Victoria' was 
awarded the Australian 
National University & 
Australian Historical 
Association Alan Martin 
Award. Over the past thirty 
years Fred has worked with 
Aboriginal communities in 
both Victoria and the Northern 
Territory in many capacities 
and settings including: 
homeland outstations, TAFE, 
schools, Native Title groups, 
Registered Aboriginal Party's, 
Universities, Traditional Owners, 
Aboriginal Cultural Centres 
Catchment Management 
Authorities and prisons.

MARK BRANDI’S 
bestselling 
novel, Wimmera 
(2017), won the 
coveted British 
Crime Writers’ 
Association Debut 
Dagger, and is 
shortlisted for Best 
Debut in the 2018 
Indie Awards.

His shorter work has 
appeared in The 
Guardian, The Age, 
The Big Issue, and in 
numerous journals 
both here and 
overseas. His writing 
is also sometimes 
heard on ABC Radio 
National. 

Originally from Italy, growing 
up in a rural Australian town continues to 
influence his creative focus. He now lives in 
Melbourne and is working on his next book. 
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Professor Erik Eklund holds a chair in 
Australian history and is the Director of the 
Centre for Gippsland Studies as well as a 
member of the Collaborative Research Centre 
in Australian History (CRCAH). He recently 
completed a term as the Keith Cameron Chair 
in Australian History at University College 

Dublin from 2015 to 2016. He was a former Professor and Head 
of School at Monash University and has held appointments at the 
University of Newcastle, Georgetown University in Washington DC, 
and at the ANU as a visiting fellow.
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ALISON CORKE is a freelance 
writer, living in Apollo Bay. 
A career in advertising and 
publishing taught Ali the 
importance of telling a story in 
an honest and engaging way, 
encouraging people to have the 
confidence to share their lives. 
The author of several books 
on advertising and public 
relations, Ali also wrote books 
for The Body Shop and British 
Airways, and has produced 
many publications for non-profit 
organisations. 

In 2009, extremely concerned 
for the plight of the victims of a 
tiny boat of asylum seekers that 
sank in the Indian Ocean, she 
had no idea that a few months 
later she would become pen 
friends with Para, one of the 
young men from that boat. 
Their friendship grew and on 
his release from detention 
on Christmas Island in 2011, 
Para moved in with the Corke 
family. 

CRAIG DENT Since 2011, Craig 
has operated Dreamfields 
Creative Youth Program for rural 
youth aged 12 to 18, linked to 
Creative Youth Awards at Henty 
Machinery Field Days, and a 
Creative Youth Exchange with 
Somerset Rural Youth Project in 
the UK.

In November 2017, he published 
his first children’s book, The 
Laugh That Shook the World, 
created with students from 16 
towns in North East Victoria. He 
toured the book back to those 
towns in November 2017.

This year, he is Writer in 
Residence at Macquarie Primary 
for the school’s 50th anniversary 
book. His new children’s book, 
The Owl Who Travels Through 
Time, will be released in 
November.

KATRINA DERNELLEY 
is a PhD candidate at 
Federation University. Her 
research concentrates on 
the intersection between 
mid-nineteenth century British 
social theory and lifestyle 
and the domestication of the 
central Victorian goldfields. 
Her thesis will examine how 
and why the adherence 
to a predominantly British 
realisation of home lay 
the social, aesthetic and 
ideological foundations for 
everyday life on the goldfields.
Katrina has extensive 
experience working and 
publishing in heritage, 
conservation and architectural 
history. Her previous study 
specialised in the legacy of 
19th century English Arts and 
Crafts theory in Australia. 
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GLENDA GUEST grew up in the 
wheat belt of Western Australia 
and has lived in various cities 
and towns around Australia. 
Her debut novel, the critically 
acclaimed Siddon Rock, won 
the Commonwealth Writers’ 
Prize for best first book in 2010 
and was longlisted for the Miles 
Franklin. Her new novel, A 
Week in the Life of Cassandra 
Aberline, was released by Text 
Publishing in February, 2018.
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CLARE GERVASONI is an 
experienced museum curator 
and former art teacher. She 
has authored and co-authored 
many books on Art Education, 
pre-1900 Italian speakers 
(Swiss/Italian) in Australasia, 
early European migration, 
Ballarat School of Mines, and 
aspects of early goldfields 
history.
 Clare has curated Camp 
to City at Castlemaine Art 
Gallery, Cuthbert’s Lawyers 
at Art Gallery of Ballarat, and 
numerous exhibitions at the 
University of Ballarat Post 
Office Gallery. She contributes 
to a regular heritage spot on 
ABC Regional radio.

RICHARD FLANAGAN was 
born in Tasmania in 1961. 
His novels Death of a River 
Guide, The Sound of One Hand 
Clapping, Gould’s Book of Fish, 
The Unknown Terrorist, Wanting 
and The Narrow Road to the 
Deep North have received 
numerous honours and are 
published in 42 countries. He 
won the Man Booker Prize for 
The Narrow Road to the Deep 
North in 2014.

ZANA FRAILLON was born in 
Melbourne, but spent her early 
childhood in San Francisco. 
Her 2016 novel The Bone 
Sparrow won the ABIA Book 
of the Year for Older Children, 
the Readings Young Adult Book 
Prize and the Amnesty CILIP 
Honour. It was also shortlisted 
for the Prime Minister’s Literary 
Awards, the Queensland 
Literary Awards, the Guardian 
Children’s Fiction Prize, 
the Gold Inky and the CILIP 
Carnegie Medal. She spent a 
year in China teaching English 
and now lives in Melbourne 
with her three sons, husband 
and two dogs. When Zana isn’t 
reading or writing, she likes 
to explore the museums and 
hidden passageways scattered 
across Melbourne. They provide 
the same excitement as that 
moment before opening a new 
book - preparing to step into 
the unknown where a whole 
world of possibilities awaits.

MARIA KATSONIS is a writer, public policy 
wonk and vocal mental health advocate. Her 
memoir, The Good Greek Girl (2015) recounts 
her experience of mental illness and recovery, 
set against her escape from a traditional 
Greek upbringing when she came out as 
gay. Described by The Age as “loving and 
intelligent”, it was published in the UK as The 
Mind Thief (2016). Maria co-edited Rebellious 
Daughters (2016), an anthology of memoir by 

Australian female authors and also contributed to Letters of Love 
(2017), letters from the heart penned by prominent Australians. 
While she now lives with a chronic mental illness, Maria leads an 
active and meaningful life. She is a beyondblue Ambassador.
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Clunes Library  
Clunes Museum  
Visitor Information Centre
Council Customer Service  
40 Seat Function Room  
100 Seat Function Room

36 Fraser St, Clunes  
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DR JOAN HUNT is a Fellow of 
the Royal Historical Society 
of Victoria, and a Churchill 
Fellow. She has a PhD 
from Federation University 
Australia, where she is an 
Honorary Senior Research 
Fellow. An ex-teacher, she 
has retired recently from the 
Public Record Office Victoria, 
Ballarat Archives Centre. 
Joan is a local and family 
historian with an extensive 
goldfields background, 
spanning 45 years. She is 
currently writing a history 
of the Springdallah gold-
field, and is researching 
Sebastopol fire brigade to 
write its 150th anniversary 
history. 

BARRY JAMES GILSON, 
Wathaurung man, has been a 
performer all his life, in acting, 
singing and now storytelling. 
He has been involved in 
the Melbourne Festival 
“Tanderrum” ceremony -  for 
the past five years. He has 
the ongoing task of bringing 
back Wathaurung language 
through songs that he creates 
and molds through stories. 
Barry is a regular performer 
at the Ballarat Art Gallery, 
opening exhibitions and 
opening White Night Ballarat 
the past two years. Also a 
strong environmentalist and 
passionate about the earth 
upon which we all live.

SNEZ COSIC is the Curator 
at Ballarat’s Gold Museum, 
a position she’s held for the 
last three years. Her work at 
the Gold Museum involves 
the delivery of exhibitions, 
events and online content.  
Snez has been working in 
the museum and heritage 
sector for over 10 years, at 
Melbourne Museum, Jewish 
Museum of Australia and 
Chinese Museum of Australia. 
She is Vice-President of 
the Museums & Galleries 
Australia Historians National 
Network. 
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YVONNE HORSFELD is a 
mature age student who has 
returned to academic study 
following a career in teaching. 
She held the position of 
Education Officer at Sovereign 
Hill for twelve years and for 
eleven years the position 
of Education Officer at the 
Ballarat Fine Art Gallery. 
Yvonne is a published author 
of childrens' books and is 
presently undertaking a PhD 
at Federation University’s 
Collaborative Research 
Centre in Australian History 
(CRCAH) titled " A Ballarat 
Chinese Family Biography: 
an Inter-generational Study", 
based on her own family 
research.

ROSE MICHAEL is a publisher, 
editor, teacher and writer of 
fiction. She has worked as 
editor of the Weekly Book 
Newsletter and Australian 
Bookseller and Publisher and 
taught at the University of 
Melbourne. An earlier version 
of her debut novel The Asking 
Game was a Vogel finalist. 
Of her writing Miles Franklin 
winner Frank Moorhouse has 
written ‘I was thrilled when I 
first published Rose in Best 
Australian Stories 2004′. She 
has gone on to write with 
great flourish – to quote one 
of her characters, her writing 
is like chilled gin “as thick as 
syrup, as sticky as lust”.

PARA PAHEER was born in 
1978 to an impoverished 
Tamil family in northern Sri 
Lanka. He was five years old 
when civil war erupted and 
engulfed the country for nearly 
three decades. Imprisoned 
and tortured because of his 
student activism, Para was 
forced to flee to India in May 
2008. In October 2009 he 
boarded a tiny fishing boat 
bound for Australia. Following 
rescue from the ocean in 
November 2009, Para was 
taken to Christmas Island 
Detention Centre where he 
began a pen-friendship with 
Alison Corke. On his release in 
2011, Para moved in with the 
Corke family. He has recently 
been granted Australian 
citizenship.
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DR RICK CHEW has received 
prestigious commissions as 
a composer from the Vienna 
Festival, Festival of Arts and 
Ideas, Connecticut, USA, Young 
Vic Theatre Company, English 
National Opera, South Bank 
Centre, Welsh National Opera, 
Royal Opera Covent Garden, 
Three Choirs Festival, Channel 
4 Television, Adelaide Festival, 
Adelaide Cabaret Festival and 
many others. He is currently 
Program Leader in Music Theatre 
and Lecturer in Singing at 
the Arts Academy, Federation 
University in Ballarat. Recent 
projects include a solo CD for 
piano The Last of England 
and the Australian premiere 
of his opera The Spirit Level 
at Her Majesty’s Theatre 
Ballarat, as part of Ballarat 
Heritage Weekend. In 2018, 
his choral work Stari Most 
will be performed at St 
Johns Waterloo, London, as 
a collaboration with the human 
rights charity Enough and The 
Sentinel, co-founded by John 
Prendergast and George Clooney. 

DR MICHAEL TAFFE is an 
archivist and historian. He has 
recently completed a PhD at 
Federation University on the 
Ballarat Avenue of Honour and 
the politics of heritage. He has 
a BA with majors in English and 
History from University of New 
England, Armidale, Hons and MA 
from the University of Melbourne 
in History.

ROSS MCMULLIN is an 
award-winning biographer 
and historian, and a lively and 
engaging speaker. His latest 
book is Pompey Elliott at War: 
In His Own Words. Pompey 
Elliott, Australia’s most famous 
fighting general, was more 
pivotal than anyone else at 
Villers-Bretonneux. 

Ross’s previous book, Farewell, 
Dear People: Biographies of 
Australia’s Lost Generation, 
was awarded the Prime 
Minister’s Prize for Australian 
History. His 2002 biography 
Pompey Elliott won awards 
for literature and biography. 
Another biography, Will Dyson: 
Australia’s Radical Genius, 
was highly commended by 
the judges of the National 
Biography Award. 

Ross also wrote the ALP 
centenary history The Light on 
the Hill and another political 
history So Monstrous a 
Travesty: Chris Watson and The 
World’s First National Labour 
Government.

  

ELLIE MARNEY is a teacher 
and author of the Every series, 
No Limits and a contributor to 
Begin End Begin: A #LoveOzYA 
Anthology. In 2015, her first 
book Every Breath was named 
as one of the top ten most-
borrowed YA books in libraries 
nationwide. Ellie is an advocate 
for the #LoveOzYA movement, 
and is an Ambassador for the 
Stella Prize Schools Program. 
Born in Brisbane, Ellie has 
lived in Indonesia, India and 
Singapore now she lives in a 
very messy wooden house on 

ten acres in 
north-
central 
Victoria 
with her 
partner 
and four 
sons, who 
still love her 
even though 
she often 
forgets things 
and lets the 

housework go. White Night 
is her fifth novel for young 
adults.

JULIAN POTTER is a collector of 
books, a researcher and writer 
of ideas, the production editor 
of the scholarly journal Thesis 
Eleven, and proprietor of an 
anachronism: a second-hand 
bookshop in a post-scarcity, 
digitized, disposable society. It 
is called Minerva’s Books and is 
on Sturt St Ballarat.



PROFESSOR KEIR REEVES 
holds a chair in Australian 
History and is the Foundation 
Director of the Collaborative 
Research Centre in 
Australian History (CRCAH) at 
Federation University. Keir’s 
undergraduate training was 
in Arts and Economics at 
Monash University and he was 
later awarded an MA and PhD 
in history from the University 
of Melbourne. He has held 
academic roles at Monash 
University as a senior research 
fellow and prior to that at the 
University of Melbourne in the 
former Department of History 
as a lecturer in public history 
and heritage and also as an 
Australian Research Council 
Postdoctoral Fellow.
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DR RICHARD TREMBATH is a 
Senior Honorary Research Fellow 
at Federation University Australia.  
An historian, he has taught in 
several Victorian universities.  He 
has written books and articles 
on various aspects of Australian 
military history, the most recent 
of which was Defending Country: 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Military Service Since 
1945 (with Noah Riseman).  
Currently, he is researching the 
rise of complementary medicine 
in Australia, its relationship with 
orthodox medicine and its status 
within the health system.

JACLYN MORIARTY is the 
prize-winning author of 
novels for young adults and 
older adults, including the 
internationally best-selling 
Feeling Sorry for Celia, and 
the Colours of Madeleine 
trilogy.  The Extremely 
Inconvenient Adventures 
of Bronte Mettlestone is 
Jaclyn’s first book for middle 
grade readers, and it has 
been shortlisted for the 
Reading Children’s Book 
Prize and the Aurealis 
Awards, and named a CBCA 
Notable book.  A former 
media lawyer, Jaclyn has 

ANNA SNOEKSTRA was born 
in Canberra, Australia to two 
civil servants. At the age 
of seventeen, she decided 
to avoid a full-time job and 
a steady wage to move to 
Melbourne and become a 
writer. She studied Creative 
Writing and Cinema at The 
University of Melbourne, and 
Screenwriting at RMIT.

Anna now lives with her 
husband and cat and works 
full-time writing. Her non-
fiction has appeared in The 
Guardian, Filmme Fatales and 
she is a regular contributor to 
Lindsay. Her first novel Only 
Daughter was released in 
2016, and her second, Little 
Secrets, is out now.

DAVID RITTER: Before taking 
up his present position as CEO 
Greenpeace Australia Pacific, 
David worked for Greenpeace 
in London in a series of senior 
campaign positions. Prior to joining 
Greenpeace, David was one of 
Australia’s leading Indigenous 
rights lawyers. 
David is a 
widely published 
commentator on 
current affairs 
and is the author 
of two books on 
Indigenous land 
justice: Contesting 
Native Title 
(Allen&Unwin, 
2009), and The Native Title Market 
(UWA Publishing, 2009). David is 
the lead author of The Coal Truth: 
The fight to stop Adani, defeat 
the big polluters and reclaim our 
democracy.

lived in the US, UK and Canada, 
but now lives in Sydney, along 
with her son, Charlie.  Two of her 
sisters, Liane and Nicola, are also 
authors.
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DEE WHITE wanted to 
be a writer since she was 
seven-years old. She has 
published 16 books for 
children and young adults 
and many articles, short 
stories and poems.
She has been lucky enough 

to combine her loves of writing and travel into 
a career which takes her all over the world 
writing, researching and presenting workshops.
She is a certified writing teacher and mentor, 
passionate about encouraging new writers. Her 
blogs Writing Classes for Kids and DeeScribe 
Writing are full of career and writing tips for 
writers of all ages.

DR JOSEPHINE WILSON is 
the author of two novels: 
Cusp (2005) and Extinctions 
(2016). Extinctions was the 
inaugural winner of UWA 
Publishing’s Dorothy Hewett 
Award for an Unpublished 
Manuscript, and the 2017 
winner of both the Miles 
Franklin Literary Award 
and the Colin Roderick 
Award. Extinctions was also 
shortlisted for the 2017 
Prime Minister's Award for 
Fiction. Josephine lives in 
Perth, Western Australia. 

EMMA VISKIC is an award-
winning Australian crime writer. 
Her critically acclaimed debut 
novel, Resurrection Bay, won 
the 2016 Ned Kelly Award for 
Best First Fiction, as well as 
an unprecedented three Davitt 
Awards. Resurrection Bay 
was iBooks Australia’s Crime 
Novel of 2015. A classically 
trained clarinettist, Emma’s 
musical career has ranged from 
performing with José Carreras and 
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, to busking 
in the London Underground. 
Emma studied Australian sign 
language (Auslan) in order to write 
Resurrection Bay. And Fire Came 
Down is her second book.

NEVO ZISIN is a Jewish, 
Queer, non-binary activist, 
public speaker and author 
of the newly released 
Finding Nevo, a memoir on 
gender transition.  They run 
workshops and professional 
development in schools 
and workplaces around 
gender inclusivity. They have 
appeared on SBS Insight, 
Hack Live, One Plus One, 
The Morning Show and 
many radio interviews and 
articles discussing their 
complex relationship with 
gender.

Nevo is a contact point in 
the Jewish community for 
other children and families 
confronting issues of gender 
and sexuality in their own 
lives.
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ERIN SANTAMARIA is the manager of 
the Costume Department for Ballarat’s 
award winning museum Sovereign Hill. 
The Costume Department is responsible 
for the research, design, development and 
manufacture of costume as well as customer 
service, maintenance and education for 
2000 people dressed in historical costume 
every year. 
With a background in the fashion industry 
and education, Erin actively pursues creative 
ways to share history with new audiences 
through interdisciplinary collaborations.



booktown on sunday
Booktown on Sunday brings 
great authors to Clunes once 
a month to talk about their 
latest book and engage with 
a local audience about their 
writing, inspiration and love 
of the written word. This is a 
chance to enjoy stimulating 
discussions about books all 
year round. Booktown on 
Sunday happens on the third 
Sunday of each month in The 
Warehouse – Clunes, Fraser 
St at 2pm. Coming soon…

Sunday 20th May
Bram Presser 
Book of Dirt  

They chose not to speak and 
now they are gone…What’s 
left to fill the silence is no 
longer theirs. This is my story, 
woven from the threads of 
rumour and legend. 
 
Jakub Rand flees his village 
for Prague, only to find 
himself trapped by the Nazi 
occupation. Deported to the 
Theresienstadt concentration 
camp, he is forced to sort 
through Jewish books for a so-
called Museum of the Extinct 
Race. Hidden among the rare 
texts is a tattered prayer book, 

hollow inside, 
containing a small 
pile of dirt. 
 
Back in the 
city, Františka 
Roubíčková picks 
over the embers 
of her failed marriage, 
despairing of her conversion 
to Judaism. When the Nazis 
summon her two eldest 
daughters for transport, she 
must sacrifice everything to 
save the girls from certain 
death. 
 
Decades later, Bram Presser 
embarks on a quest to find 
the truth behind the stories 
his family built around these 
remarkable survivors. 
 
“The Book of Dirt is a 
grandson’s tender act of 
devotion, the product of 
a quest to rescue family 
voices from the silence, to 
bear witness, drawing on 
legend, journey and history, 
and shaped by extraordinary 
storytelling.” Arnold Zable 

Sunday 17th June
Michelle Scott-Tucker 
Elizabeth Macarthur: 
A Life at the Edge of the 
World

A groundbreaking portrait of 
an ordinary English country 
woman who would go on to 
become of Australia’s most 
significant but little known 
historical figures.
John Macarthur took credit 
for establishing the Australian 
wool industry and would 
feature on the two-dollar 
note, but it was practical 
Elizabeth who managed 
their holdings - while dealing 
with the results of John’s 
manias: duels, quarrels, court 

cases, a military coup, long 
absences overseas, grandiose 
construction projects and, 
finally, his descent into 
certified insanity.

Michelle Scott Tucker shines 
a light on an often-overlooked 
aspect of Australia’s history 
in this fascinating story of a 
remarkable woman.

 “In Michelle Scott Tucker’s 
devoted hands, Elizabeth 
emerges as a canny 
businesswoman, charming 
diplomat, loving mother and 
indefatigable survivor. A 
fascinating, faithful portrait 
of a remarkable woman and 
the young, volatile colony she 
helped to build.” Clare Wright, 
author of The Forgotten 
Rebels of Eureka
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Established in 2015 the 
Clunes Makers’ Market is a 
locally run designer artisan 
event. Celebrating the 
seasonal changes throughout 
the region the Clunes Makers’ 
Market hosts 3 - 4 events 
per year and aims to support 
and promote local, regional 
and Victorian artists, makers, 
crafters and artisan food 
producers to exhibit their 
hand made products and 
promote their businesses. 
Set against the historic back 
drop of Clunes, the Clunes 
Makers’ Market is focussed on 
bringing visitors to the region 
as a destination to enjoy. The 
village comes alive and due 
to the increased popularity 
the events are now attracting 
80 traders and close to 3000 
visitors.

FRIENDS OF QUEENS PARK
 
There has been a renewed 
interest in this lovely historic 
precinct to revitalise the 
activity and use of Queens 
Park and the Pinetum. A well 
attended public meeting 
was held on February 10th 
to discuss and share ideas 
on how to proceed. The 
Hepburn Shire is in support 
of a local initiative so it has 
been agreed to form a group 
called ‘ Friends of the Park’. 
Expressions of interest are 
open and we are seeking 
anyone who can contribute 

time and effort to inject 
some daily care e.g. raking, 
mulching, sweeping etc 
through to skills and expertise 
to develop a business 
plan regarding the future 
development of the precinct. 
A small advisory group is 
being formed and will be 
led by June Johnstone. This 
group aims to bring ‘forward 
thinking’ minds together, draw 
on the expertise within the 
Hepburn Shire and others 
who have been involved 
in park management to 
develop a business plan for 
the future., This investment 
includes maintaining a focus 
on the heritage of Queens 
Park and the Pinetum, whilst 
undertaking the development 
of a beautification program 
and infrastructure investment 
plan. 
 
For further information please 
visit the Queens Park on Mon/
Tues mornings for a chat, 
8.00am - 12.00noon, call or 
text 0438 966 855 and look 
out for notifications on the 
Clunes Online Noticeboard 

CLUNES MAKERS’ MARKET
The Clunes Makers Market - Seasonal Fairs 
Initiative.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

158TH CLUNES AND 
DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW
The third Saturday in 
November
www.clunesshow.com.au

CLUNES FARMERS’ MARKET
The second Sunday of the 
month
www.clunesfarmersmarket.
com.au

CRESWICK MARKET
The third Saturday of the 
month
www.creswickmarket.com.au

TALBOT FARMERS’ MARKET
The third Sunday of the month
www.talbotfarmersmarket.
org.au

WORDS IN WINTER
Hepburn Shire and 
surrounding districts every 
August
www.wordsinwinter.com

CLUNES MAKERS’ MARKET
Sunday 10th June
Sunday 14th October



thanks!

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

GOLD
Mount Beckworth Wines
Clunes Tourism and     
   Development Association

SILVER
AAG
The Book Fossicker
IGA Supermarket
National Hotel
O’Hara’s Bakery
Quigley & Clarke
Widow Twankey’s

BRONZE
Clunes RSL
Neil Newitt Photography
Timeless Harmony
Full Parallel Productions
Red Door Gallery

Enormous thanks to 
McPhersons Printing Group 
for their ongoing and 
generous support in printing 
our program, posters, flyers 
and bookmarks

Many of our authors are 
printed by McPhersons 

Printing Group including 
Jaclyn Moriarty, Anna 
Snoekstra, Abdi Aden, and 
Bain Atwood.

MAJOR SPONSORS

PROGRAM PARTNERS

The Clunes Booktown 
Festival supports the Big 
Issue Magazine, a fortnightly 
independent magazine that 
is sold on the streets by 
homeless, marginalised and 
disadvantaged people

 37  CLUNES BOOKTOWN FESTIVAL 2018



Your donation will assist 
Creative Clunes in promoting 
awareness of Australian arts, 
writing and ideas through 
cultural events such as the 
Clunes Booktown Festival, the 
Clunes Ceramic Award and the 
Booktown on Sunday author 
talks.

Donations can be made 
directly to the Public Fund, 
BSB 633 000, Account 
number 135 784 965 or by 
cheque payable to Creative 

Clunes Public Fund to the 
address below.

The Public Fund is 
administered by three 
independent Trustees:

• Dr Joanne Love,    
Medical Practitioner

• Mr James Kerin JP, 
Pharmacist

• Mr Victor Szwed, Retired 
Local Government CEO

Under the terms of the 
Register of Cultural 
Organisations and in order 
for the donations to be tax 
deductible, donations need 
to be given unconditionally. 
Enquiries regarding the Public 
Fund may be directed to the 
Secretary, 
Creative Clunes Public Fund, PO 
Box 287, Clunes Victoria, 3370 or 
to manager@clunesbooktown.
com.au.

CLUNES BOOKTOWN 
FESTIVAL

Is a Creative Clunes Inc 
initiative. Member of the 
International Organisation of 
Booktowns.

A book town is a small 
rural town or village in 
which second–hand and 
antiquarian bookshops are 
concentrated. Most Book 
Towns have developed in 
villages of historic interest or 
of scenic beauty. 

The concept was initiated by 
Richard Booth of Hay–on–Wye 
in Wales. 
The book town offers 
an exemplary model of 
sustainable rural development 
and tourism. It is one of the 
most successful new tourism 
developments and it is being 
followed in many countries 
around the world. 

Host Booktown of the 2018 
International Conference of 
the International Organisation 
of Booktowns.
ABN 43 846 959 541

PO Box 287, Clunes 3370
03 5345 3947
Email: visitus@
clunesbooktown.com.au
www.clunesbooktown.com.au

BOARD OF CREATIVE CLUNES

Chair: 
Tim Nolan
Deputy Chair: 
Louise Permezel
Treasurer: 
Chris O’Donnell
Secretary: 
Margaret Fox

Richard Gilbert
Ember Parkin
Tim Parkin
Phill Burnie
Scott McQueen
Richard Mackay-Scollay (ex-
officio)

Creative Clunes Inc 
is responsible for the 
presentation of the annual 
Booktown Festival, monthly 
Booktown on Sunday author 
talks, annual Words in Winter 
Festival in Clunes and the 
BiAnnual Clunes Ceramic 
Award.

STAFF

Program Direction: 
Tim Nolan

CEO: 
Richard Mackay-Scollay

Administrator & 
Author Liaison: 
Lily Mason

Administrative Assistance: 
Erica Nicholl 

Logistics Coordinators: 
Phill Burnie, David Shields, 
Ray Skinner

Volunteer Coordinators: 
Christine Lethlean, Lois 
Nichols and Leslie Scott

Volunteer Registration: 
Jane Lesock

Food Vendor Coordinators: 
Ed and Geraldine Bradley

Accommodation Advisors: 
Graeme and June Johnstone

creative clunes inc. public fund
Would you like to support the long-term future of Creative Clunes 
Inc support the community of Clunes and benefit from tax 
deductibility?
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Media/Publicity: 
Emily Osmond (goodmediaco); 
Ali Webb (House Of Webb)

Graphic Design: 
Jeanean Pritchard

Straw Bale Maze Design: 
Marion Anderson

Interactive Map and 
Entrance Books: 
Clayton Edwards

Chaplain: 
John Stewart

International Organisation of 
Booktowns Conference and 
Symposium
Facilitator: 
Christian Duell – White Light

International Visitors’ Hosts:
Germany - Margaret Fox and 
Brendon Butler 
Iceland - June and Graeme 
Johnstone
Malaysia - Gill and Neal 
Jedwab
Norway – Jo Love and Peter 
Hanrahan;
Portugal - Patsy and Ray 
Skinner
Sweden - Phil Johnston
Switzerland - Jane Cox; 
Stephanie Arbuthnot

THE FOUNDERS

• Dr Tess Brady
• Tim Hayes
• Linda Newitt
• Graeme Johnstone

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
• Jackie at Union Bank 

Artscentre
• Clunes Neighbourhood 

House
• Clunes Free Lending 

Library
• Clunes Museum
• Clunes Landcare and 

Waterways Group
• Wesley @ Clunes        

staff and students
• Clunes CFA
• Clunes RSL
• Her Majesty’s Theatre 

Ballarat

The Festival would not 
be possible without the 
ongoing support of the 
local community and the 
volunteers who donate 
their time and energy. Their 
enormous contribution is 
greatly appreciated.
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